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the base of plants in the rain forest or in agricultural fields.
However, there are very few published observations of castniids
visiting flowers. Calaway Dodson had observed Corybantes
dolopia (Druce) taking nectar from an orchid flower near the
Rio Palenque field station, Ecuador, about 1978. Keith Brown
originally disputed this observation and the fact that neotropical
Castniinae took nectar as adults until 1985 when he (pers.
comm.) saw a female Geyeria decussata (Godart) visiting a
yellow cactus flower similar to Opuntia around 9:20 a.m. The
moth was perching in the typical vertical mode with the well-
developed proboscis extended into the flower.

Our knowledge of feeding and other behavioral patterns
of a number of moths and butterflies, particularly crepuscular
species, in addition to their associated larval hostplants is
woefully inadequate. We encourage all lepidopterists to spend
a little more time in the field to record and document their
observations on these species.

MILLER & SOURAKOQV: Observations on Amauta castniid

Fig. 3. (A) Dorsal view of a male 4. cacica procera feeding on Heliconia
pogonantha; (B) Lateral view of a female A. cacica procera on the single
flower with prominent proboscis extended; (C) same as (B) close-up; arrow
points at the proboscis.
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